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Oral history
Interviews on a wide range of subjects relating
, toBritish life and experience
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s British Library Stavonic and East European Department oral history interviews
Nearby iters on shelf SHELFMARK: C1480
Search for Collection tile: ritish Library Slavonic and East European Department oral history interviews
Explore the British Library catalogue Collection inventory: 16 audio interviews (20 ucio datafiles vav) and three writen contributions
c ipt: The project covers a period of fty years from 1955 to 2004, when the interviewees worked at various times first in the Department of Printed Books of the Brfish Museum (until 1973 when the Bitish Library was estabiished) and

then in the British Library. The recordings were carried out between & December 2011 and 28 March 2012; 16 former members of the Library staff were interviewed and three former members of staff contributed their written
accounts to the project. The interviews provide insights into the working lfe of former library staff st alllevels, grades and functions: Typists, Clerical Officers, Executive Officers, Research Assistants, Senior Research Assistants
(divided into grade | and grade 1), Assistant Keepers (grade | and grade I, and Deputy Keepers. After 1873 former members of staff were also employd in the roles of Administrative Assistants (Typists and Stampers)
Administrative Officers, Cataloguers, Curators and Heads of Depariments. During the period from 1955 to 2004 the British Library Slavonic and Esst European depariment was known as Section, Eranch, Department and
Collections and was housed in different offices. The physical locations of the Slavonic and East Eurapean depariment offices are discussed in the interviews. From the 19505 to March 1974 the Department was housed i at least
three locations in the British Museum building. From March 1974 to March 1981 the Department address was in Bedford Square; and then briefly in an open plan offce in the Eritish Museum. From December 1981 to October 1997
the White Wing of the British Museum was the final location of the Department, before the move to the new Sritish Library building in 5t Pancras. Each interview is structured in three parts. The first part gives the interviewee's
social background, education and work experience before joining the British Museum or, after 1873, the Eritish Library. The main part of the interview discusses job responsibilties and includes information about people and

events. The concluding part provides an overview of the interviewse's working Itz in the Department

Documentation: Audio interviews have summaries: there are three written contributions for which there is no accompanying audio interview

Purpose of recording: The British Library Slavonic and Esst European Oral History Interviews is a project aimed at capturing the experiences and memories of former members of the Britsh Library Slavonic and East European department staff
Department. The purpose of the recordings is to provide an oral history of a Sritish Library department and as such may be useful for the study of Sritsh librarianship. Sritish and intemational (Croatian, Czech, Hungarian, Polish,
Serbian) accounts, voices and accents are represented in the project. The recording and usage of oral and written histories are in accordance with the intenviewees' wishes and the Brtish Library Guidelines. They may be used for
information and research purposes.

Genre: Interviews
Original or copy: original
Access restrictions: varies; refer to individual recording entries
Acquisition date:
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? British Library
* Lord Dinton
* National Reference library of Science and Inventions
> National Central Library
® National Lending library for Science and Technology
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