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Women’s History, Oral History
and Active Learning: an experience
from southern England

SUE BRULEY
University of Portsmouth, United Kingdom

ABSTRACT This article aims to open up a discussion on teaching
methodologies in history and women’s studies, particularly in relation to oral
history as a form of ‘active learning’. It contains an account of a course in
which a group of third-year history students undertook a joint research
project on domesticity in Britain in the 1930s and the 1950s.

Despite the rapid development of oral history over the last 20 years, and its
use in schools, its use in university teaching is still relatively limited, and
there is little discussion of the methods and problems involved. It seems to
be expected that oral history enters the history curriculum as a solitary
activity pursued only by the postgraduate researcher or the enthusiastic
dissertation student. At the same time teaching staff in higher education are
constantly pressed to develop new teaching methods, particularly those
involving ‘active learning’. As yet the potential of oral history has scarcely
been recognised as a form of active learning.

This is an account of a group project from the south of England, which
attempted to combine women'’s history, oral history and active learning. [ am
not suggesting that this is the only way to do it. Instead, I hope to open up
a debate about how we can integrate oral history into the undergraduate
curriculum. My own experience relates to a historical studies course, but it
could be equally applied to women’s studies, where there is also a need for a
discussion about developing new methodologies. By sharing with Women's
History Review readers an account of this group project, some of the
problems that we encountered and how the group struggled to come to
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TO LOOK AT LIFE THROUGH

WOMEN’S EYES

Women’s Oral Histories from the
Former Soviet Union

A Kyrgrz Table Cloth: One side depicts a woman, the other, a man.
On her side is a cooking tool and on his, a saddle.
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The New England Chinese Women Association was
founded in 1940 during World War Il for women to
mobilize themselves, develop leadership skills and find
some degree of independence. (CHSNE collection)
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! What did you do in the War, Grandma? An Oral History of Rhode Island Women During World War Il
2, Kingstown High School
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. Italian- Canadian Women Oral History Project

. Simon Frazer University (SFU)

. Vancouver

. https://digital.lib.sfu.ca/italian-canadian-women-oral-history-collection
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! Workwomen’s Oral History in Canada
?. Joan Sangster
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! oral History of Women’s Football in Australia
2, Gregory Maurice Downes
®, Victoria University
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. Recovering our past: The struggle for woman’s suffrage
. Sherna Gluck Berger

. Bancroft Library

. Jeanette Rankin

. Alice Paul

. Sara Bard Field
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! Forbidden Memories: Women’s experiences of 1965 in Eastern Indonesia
2, Mery Kolimon

3, Liliya Wetangterah

* Karen Campbell- Nelson

>, Jenifer Lindsay
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FORBIDDEN MEMORIES

WOMEN’S EXPERIENCES OF 1965 IN EASTERN INDONESIA

Isted by 1 K " I iliv, At rteral ] snnhol »]
Edited by Mery Kolimon, Liliya Wetangterah and Karen Campbell-Nelson

THIS IS the first book to consider the experiences of women survivors of the 1965
anti-communist violence in the majority Christian region of Eastern Indonesia. So far,
most studies of the 1965 violence have focused on the Muslim majority population of
Java and the Hindu majority population of Bali. Forbidden Memories presents stories
from across the regions of Sumba, Sabu, Alor, Kupang and other parts of West Timor
of women who were imprisoned and tortured or whose husbands were murdered. The
book comprises a critical examination of the role of the Protestant Church at the time
of the violence and, in its aftermath, the ongoing sanctions and political purges against
those considered to be supporters of the Indonesian Communist Party. The writers argue
that religious and state institutions failed to care for this vulnerable community in the
face of state terrorism and a culture of fear.

The editors and research team hope this publication will create a safe and peaceful
environment for survivors to tell their stories and have their stories acknowledged by
their society.

I am very appreciative and amazed at the work that has gone into this book; such a
complete study from the perspective of victims, especially women victims. What is very
interesting is how the church participated in the violence, or at least did not prevent
the violence from occurring. It adds to our knowledge about the impact of the political
turmoil after the military coup by Suharto and his accomplices, and how the anti-PKI
campaign has ruined many lives without them knowing why or what really happened.
Nursyahbani Katjasungkana, LBH-PIK founder, former Member of I

2004-2009, former Commissioner of the National Commission on Women

The case studies in this report reveal a great deal of new knowledge. As far as I know, this
is the first study on the subject conducted by a Christian church in Indonesia - Catholic
or Protestant... It is therefore of utmost urgency that this book is distributed
as widely as possible. Studies such as this can lead fo related initiatives
in memorialisation, reparations and education.

Gerry van Klinken, Professor, KITLV, Leiden University
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' Through The Mill: Girls and Women in Quebec Cotton Textile Industry 1881- 1951
2. Gail Guthbert Brandt
3
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