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Evolution of Metadata in Oral History: Applications and Tools
Peymaneh Salehi
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Abstract

Objective: The importance of describing the metadata of oral history sources, based on the evolutionary cycle
of oral history, in order to facilitate information retrieval and analysis of data from interviews based on this
research method.

Method: The need to create metadata in oral history and types of metadata in this field was explained with
reference to library resources and its tools and standards were explained.

Findings: The growing use of technologies to analyze interviews and recognize historical facts has necessitated
the creation of metadata for these resources. Structured and machine-readable metadata in oral history, while
facilitating data access, improve the management of oral history collections. Descriptions of oral history
resource metadata begin before the interview and continue to the resources are uploaded to web pages.
Metadata formed in accordance with the developmental cycle of oral history provide researchers with the
necessary tools to analyze the content of interviews. The extent to which the types of oral history metadata are
used vary according to the components of the oral history development cycle. Oral historians need to be more
focused on using metadata.
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